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January 13, 2022 

 

Dear Lisbon School Department families and staff, 

 

This letter is to notify you of recent SOP and Pooled Testing Program changes that the DOE has 

communicated with districts state-wide. These following changes will take place in Lisbon effective 

tomorrow. These updates may be found on the Me DOE website under the COVID-19 Toolbox link. 

 

Pooled Testing Program- 

1. We will continue our weekly pooled testing program in all grades. 

2. When there is a positive pool, individual follow up BinaxNOW testing will only be conducted 

on: 

a. Symptomatic individuals (using Maine AAP, MASN and DOE/CDC criteria); and 

b. Those with a documented disease that makes them medically fragile or at-risk. 

3. We will no longer be contact tracing for BinaxNOW positive test results.  

 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) and Lisbon changes- 

1. Individuals returning from COVID and still needing to fulfill their final 5 day “strict-mask 

expectation” will be allowed to remove masks to eat but will not be able to remove their masks 

for mask breaks, unless they are more than 6 feet away from others or alone.  

2. Due to our Universal Masking Policy, we will no longer be contact tracing for any positive cases. 

Letters will be posted to notify parents of a classroom exposure along with the last date of that 

exposure, but individual phone calls will no longer take place. Letters will be posted on school 

announcements and Seesaw accounts.  

3. A.M. Wellness Checks will be reinstated by all staff in homerooms or first period classes to 

ensure that students who are symptomatic are sent home.  

 

These measures are set to be reviewed by the DOE and CDC in February. We want to stress that these 

actions are being implemented due to an overwhelming stress that schools and COVID testing systems 

are experiencing. We appreciate your help in doing your part to ensure that students who are sick with 

any COVID symptoms are not sent to school.  

 

Sincerely, 

Julie Nichols 


